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On May 1, the US ordered its market closed to shrimp imports from 49 countries, including
Honduras. Environmentalists say that shrimp from these countries are caught in nets that
simultaneously capture and kill sea turtles, an endangered species. Honduran officials, however,
expect the embargo to be lifted within a few weeks, after an inspection team from the US certifies
that Honduran shrimp boats are equipped with turtle-safe nets. In 1993, owners of shrimp fleets in
Caribbean Basin countries agreed to switch to the use of nets equipped with metallic turtle-excluder
devices (TED), which allow turtles entangled in the net to escape. But environmental organizations
complained to the US State Department that there was little or no compliance.
Following announcement of the embargo, Honduran vice minister of economy Edwin Araque
admitted in a press conference that the Honduran shrimp industry had indeed failed to equip its
boats with turtle-safe nets. As a result, the economy is threatened with an enormous loss of hard
currency from shrimp exports. Shrimp is the most profitable nontraditional export and third among
all Honduran exports, earning about US$120 million per year in foreign exchange. The embargo is
only against shrimp caught at sea, which will affect the Honduran catch from the Islas de la Bahia
region along the northern Caribbean coast. However, shrimp cultivated in tanks in the Gulf of
Fonseca on the Pacific coast, which account for 75% of Honduran shrimp exports, will continue to be
admitted to the US market, but their origin must be certified.
Araque estimated the loss in hard currency at US$40 million per year if the embargo is not lifted.
The embargo went into effect on May 1, but the US quickly granted a reprieve until June 15.
During that time, a commission will be sent to Honduras to verify that the shrimp boats are being
equipped with the required nets. The Honduran government has taken immediate steps to avoid
implementation of the embargo. On May 9, the department of fish and aquiculture (Direccion
General de Pesca y Acuicultura, DIGEPESCA) issued an order prohibiting the use of the old nets.
"By next week, no product from the [Caribbean] zone can leave the country if it does not have a
certificate showing that it uses dragnets with excluder devices," said Marco Polo Micheletti, vice
minister of natural resources. The navy and merchant marine will enforce the order, and violators
will loose their licenses, said Micheletti.
The ministry expects the cost of the new nets to be absorbed by the shrimp industry. The bill for
equipping the entire shrimp fleet of 125 boats would be about US$600,000, far less than the US
$40 million loss the embargo would cause, said Micheletti. The US has issued embargo warnings
against 50 nations in all, but has so far excluded 11 Latin American countries that have taken steps
to require the use of the new nets. Belize, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Venezuela, and Trinidad and Tobago have all been certified by the US
as being in compliance with the turtle-safe requirement. In a related incident, local press reports
in Tegucigalpa say that US diplomatic representatives in Honduras suspect that shrimp boats are
being used by drug traffickers to smuggle cocaine into the US. The attorney general's office has
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asked the US to supply information on the matter. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias
Spanish News Service, 03/25/96, 05/04/96; La Prensa, 05/03/96, 05/08/96; Tiempo, 05/07/96, 05/10/96;
Inter Press Service, 01/09/96, 05/24/96)
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